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Thank you!  ευχαριστώ 
Thanks to you, I was able to embark on an incredible 
journey this past June to Athens, Greece. I will never forget 
the month I spent there working with refugees at the 
Omonia Church of Christ and teaching English through 
Let’s Start Talking, an organization that sends teams all over 
the world to teach English using the book of Luke from the 
Bible. Though I loved the charming streets, ancient 
wonders, endless Greek food, and scenic views, the most 
memorable part was witnessing God’s kingdom in action 
everyday at the church.  Each day I had the honor of 
hearing another refugee friend’s story as they shared just a 
sliver of the heartbreak and pain they have experienced. 
The people I encountered and their resilience and faith in 
God left me humbled and in awe.

�1

A Day in Athens 

• Walk to the metro and 
commute to Omonia 
church

• Brief devotional and 
prayer time before the 
refugees arrive

• One-on-one English 
lessons with refugees 
from Iran, Iraq, Syria, 
Pakistan, or Morocco

• Share a delicious, hand-
made lunch with the 
refugee families and 
other volunteers 

• Clean up and clear out… 
it often took up to 30 
minutes to hug everyone 
goodbye and prepare the 
church for the next day

• Ride the metro back to 
my neighborhood, 
Acropoli, and hit the 
charming shops, streets, 
and stands

• Dinner time— often 
cooked from the 
apartment but 
occasionally stuffed 
tomatoes, tzatziki, or 
falafel from a local cafe 
sounded too good to pass 
up!

• A much needed sleep

ATHENS, GREECE 
LST Mission Report from Michaela Wall — michaelatwall@pepperdine.edu



June 3 — July 3, 2017

During my time in 
Athens, I worked with 
an amazing woman 
named Eleni Melirrytou 
who has an incredible 
heart for the refugees 
and spends most of her 
days organizing support 
for them. The Omonia 
Church opens its doors 
to about one hundred 
refugees a day, providing 
meals, clothing, spiritual 
encouragement, and 
English instruction.  My 
time was spent teaching English which I really enjoyed as 
I felt I was giving them a skill that would empower and 
help them to gain employment.  For those who knew very 
little English, I would use basic Arabic to English word 
packets and have them repeat back what I said while 
using hand movements or pictures to help them 
conceptualize the word or expression.  

I am humbled by your generosity in enabling me to go on 
this journey. Thank you for your friendship, prayers, 
encouragement, and support. Each day was a gift full of new 
lessons which broadened my world view and perspective on 
life. Ultimately, I have God to thank for placing these 
incredibly strong and beautiful new friends in my life! 
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Ali’s Story 

One of my favorite students, 
Ali, explained to me in his 
broken English that his home 
in Iraq was bombed and that 
he witnessed his brother’s and 
mom’s death— all in the same 
day. Six months later he was 
attacked by a militia when 
they discovered a cross tattoo 
on his arm. Concluding that 
he was a Christian, they shot 
six bullets into his leg. After 
Ali’s leg was amputated, he 
lost his motivation to live and 
tried to take his own life. A 
few months later, he realized 
there was nothing left for him 
in Iraq and was smuggled to 
Athens where he’s been living 
in a refugee camp ever since. I 
asked him if he liked Athens 
and if he was happier there. 
He told me that at the 
church, his heart was happy. 
He had been given a new life 
and many friends from God 
and expressed his gratitude to 
me for teaching and 
befriending him. His is only 
one of many stories of 
tragedy, resilience, courage, 
and faith. 


